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Dear CTHA Members and Friends, 
 
This year has been one heck of a year, and I’m sure 50 years from now the history of the COVID-
19 virus and its impact on all of our daily lives will be quite a story. The virus has pretty much shut 
down our Wills Mansion museum and many of our activities. We cancelled our summer hours, 
Annual Luncheon, Art Show, and summer programs, and we will not be having our Christmas Party 
at the Wills Mansion this December.    
 
Board members have been busy all summer saving Saint Ann’s Church. The issue all started in 
February 2020, when a friend, Gary Beehler, alerted me about a small legal notice he saw in the 
Pocono Record stating that the Diocese of Scranton intended to disinter the remains of Annie E 
Wills, Robert G Wills, Joseph Jas. Wills, and Rev Joseph C. Coroner from the crypt in Saint Ann’s 
Church.   The CTHA filed an objection to this action based on the grounds that Annie Wills is an 
important part of our local history, and the fact that she is interred in the church in Coolbaugh 
Township is a key part of the Annie Wills Story. In addition, we made contact with some 
descendants of the Wills/Coroner families, as the Diocese had not contacted them. A hearing was 
held on June 18, with several CTHA Board Members and Wills/Coroner family members planning 
to attend, but the judge granted a continuance because the small courtroom could not accommodate 
all of us.  We also learned that the buyer had planned to demolish the church.  At this point we 
realized that we needed legal representation and we secured the services of Attorney John 
Prevoznik from East Stroudsburg. Attorney Prevoznik took immediate took action and filed a 32-
page legal document with the Monroe County Court, represented us at several follow-up hearings, 
and filed many additional legal documents with the court. We made contact with several members 
of the Wills/Coroner family, most notably Robert Higgins and Michael O’Malley, who worked with 
us through the hearings.  Just recently the case was settled and we were successful in saving the 
church from demolition and the bodies of Annie Wills and her family will remain in the crypt.  
Attorney John Prevoznik did an outstanding job for the Association and did not charge us for his 
services. I’m certain that we would not have succeeded without his dedicated effort on this case.   
We owe Attorney Prevoznik a great debt of gratitude and a hearty thank you to all of you who 
supported us on this issue.    
 
We’ve ramped up our Coolbaugh Township Historical Association Facebook postings for the 
summer and Board Member Ruth Rarick has been doing a fantastic job of posting information 
about the history of Coolbaugh Township including several detailed postings about Saint Ann’s 
Church. We had quite a following on the Church issue and the positive feedback from all of you, 
pledging your support, helped keep us going through this arduous process. 
  
 
 
 



 
We purchased a new computer recently for the Wills Mansion Museum so we can better show our 
historic videos on our large screen and store our local history files.      
 
A few things planned for the coming months (see “Upcoming Events” in this newsletter for more 
details):  

� The Full Gospel Holiness Church of God in Christ in Pocono Summit Anniversary, 
November 21.  

� Wreaths for Veterans on Pearl Harbor Day, December 7.  

� Annual Board of Directors meeting on January 10.  

� The Tobyhanna Millpond #1 Ice Harvest is tentatively planned for Saturday January 30.  
We have two elements that may impact the ice harvest this year; ice conditions and the state 
of the COVID-19 situation.    

 
Lastly, we were saddened by the passing of Clancy Dennis in September. Clancy was a longtime 
member of the CTHA, a tremendous supporter of local history, a regular visitor and presenter at the 
Wills Mansion Museum, and he authored a book entitled “Coolbaugh Township – The First 200 
years 1794-1994” that contains a wealth of information about all facets of our local history.   His 
wisdom and humor will be missed.      
 
Stay safe and we hope to see you soon. 
 
 
       Bill Leonard Jr. 
       President 

 
 
 

In memory of Clancy Dennis 
CTHA patron member and friend 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 
I would like to remember the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association this holiday season 
with a donation to help continue historical preservation in Coolbaugh Township.   
 
 
 

________________________________________________________ (your name) 

    $_________________   (Amount enclosed) 

Your donation is greatly appreciated. 

 

Mail to:        COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 
 P.O. BOX 244 
TOBYHANNA, PA 18466 

 



What's Happening? 
 

Saint Ann’s Church Saved from Demolition 
 
Through the efforts of the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association and descendants of Annie Wills, Saint 
Ann’s Church in Tobyhanna will not be demolished. In February of 2020, the Diocese of Scranton posted a legal 
notice indicating that they intended to disinter the remains of Annie Wills and her family members from the crypt in 
the basement of Saint Ann’s Church.  The Coolbaugh Township Historical Association and the Annie Wills family 
members filed an objection to this action in Monroe County Court. As the proceedings progressed, it became 
apparent the church was going to be sold and demolished.  After several hearings, an agreement was reached with 
the Diocese of Scranton that stipulates that the bodies will remain interred in the crypt and the church will be 
transferred to another Christian denomination. 
 
Saint Ann’s Church was built in 1924-25 and the first mass in the church was held on All Saint’s Day, November 1, 
1926.  It is a massive stone structure constructed from stones quarried locally. Annie Wills was the chief 
benefactress for the construction of St. Ann’s Church and she is nationally recognized for her philanthropic and 
charitable deeds and she was extremely generous to the Catholic Church.   She was recognized by Pope Pius XI as a 
“Countess of the Roman Catholic Church” in 1928. The story of Annie Wills is an important aspect of Coolbaugh 
Township history and the fact that her remains are permanently interred in the crypt of the church is a major 
component of local history. Her home in Tobyhanna, known as the Wills Mansion, serves as a museum for the 
Coolbaugh Township Historical Association.     
 
Regular Masses at Saint Ann’s Church ended approximately 5 years ago and the church was used for weddings and 
funerals up until last fall. The stained-glass windows, imported from Innsbruck Austria, have been removed as well 
as the pews, altar, and statues.    
 
As part of the agreement reached through the Monroe County Courts, covenants in the deed will stipulate the 
bodies of Annie Wills and her family members interred in the crypt will remain in place. The Diocese of Scranton 
is going to provide a representative sample of a stained-glass window from the church to the Coolbaugh Township 
Historical Association Historical Association for permanent display. The Diocese will also erect memorial plaques 
on the two graves in the crypt that were not inscribed and will celebrate a Mass in memory of the Wills Family at 
Most Holy Trinity Parish in Cresco each November in perpetuity. The crypts will remain open to the public for 
tours through the Coolbaugh Township Historical Association and to heirs of the Wills family.   
 
Saving the church from demolition would not have been possible without tremendous support from local citizens, 
members of the Wills/Coroner family, and the outstanding pro-bono professional legal services from Attorney John 
Prevoznik. The Coolbaugh Township Historical Association thanks all who participated in this effort  
  
 

     



The following donations were made to CTHA 
We would like to thank our generous donors: 

 
Camp Tegawitha booklets donated to the CTHA by Judith Augsberg. 
 

 
  
 
 

CTHA purchased two Tobyhanna envelopes with early postmarks: 
 
US Mid-Atlantic Stationery Advertising Cover Tobyhanna & Lehigh Lumber Co 1890 
 

 
 
1906 POS of A George Washington Camp No 318 Envelope, Tobyhanna, Pa. 

 



Upcoming Events 
 
The Coolbaugh Township Historical Association is in the Wills Mansion, located in the Coolbaugh 
Township Municipal Center on Route 611 south of the Village of Tobyhanna. 
 
The Wills Mansion/Bicentennial Museum is closed except by appointment and for the 
special events listed.   
Tours can be scheduled by appointment. (COVID rules apply) 
Inquiries: (570) 894-4207 email: cooltownhistorical@verizon.net   website: cooltownhistorical.org 
 
November 21:  The Full Gospel Holiness Church of God in Christ located in the former Saint Joan of 
Arc Church in Pocono Summit 100th anniversary of the church construction - at the Chateau at 
Camelback from 2 to 5 pm. CTHA will have a display table at the celebration.   
 
 
Monday, December 7: noon - Wreaths for Veterans  
On Pearl Harbor Day, December 7, in 
remembrance of those who served in the Armed 
Forces, the Coolbaugh Township Historical 
Association will be placing a wreath at each of 
the three cemeteries in the township and at the 
Coolbaugh Veterans Memorial. The wreaths 
will be placed at the Saint Ann’s Cemetery, the 
Spruce Grove Cemetery, and the North-South 
Cemetery and at the Veterans Memorial in front 
of the Coolbaugh Township Municipal Center, 
5520 Municipal Drive in Tobyhanna at noon. 
The public is welcome and encouraged to 
attend. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Annual Christmas Celebration has been cancelled for this year. We will be lighting the tree inside 
on the front porch to celebrate the season. Holiday donations may be made to CTHA with the form on 
the reverse side of the membership form. 
 
 
Sunday, January 10, 2021 – Annual Board of Directors meeting – 2p.m.  
(Open to the public - COVID rules apply) 
 
 
 
Tentative: Please check Ice Harvest Hotline at 570-894-8205 or 
Coolbaugh Township Historical Association FB page for 
updates 
 
Saturday, January 30, 2021 – Ice Harvest on Mill Pond #1 
Ice Harvest starts at 9 a.m. on Lakeside Drive in Tobyhanna. 
The Wills mansion will open from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. There is no 
alternate date if ice cutting is not held in January due to weather. 
  
 



2021 dues are now due 
 

COOLBAUGH TOWNSHIP HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 
5590 MUNICIPAL DRIVE 

P.O. BOX 244 
TOBYHANNA, PA 18466 

570-894-4207 
cooltownhistorical@verizon.net

 
2021 MEMBERSHIP 

APPLICATION / RENEWAL 
Please accept my application for membership in the Coolbaugh Township 

Historical Association. Please add my name to the list of active 2021 members. 

Select a membership level: 
___ STUDENT       $2 
___ INDIVIDUAL ADULT     $8 
___ FAMILY      $10 
___ PATRON / CORPORATE $100 

May we contact you to help with any of the following? 
AREA(S) OF INTEREST: 

___ Budget     ___ Bookkeeping      ___ Cataloguing     ___ Automation  
___ Marketing/Public Relations     ___ Newsletter     ___ Displays  
___ Interior Decoration     ___ History     ___ Antiques  
___ Local Folklore     ___ Museum Attendant  
___ Anything Needed     ___ General Membership 

ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR MEMBERSHIP  — AMOUNT ________________ 
 

NAME(s) _______________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________ 

CITY _________________________________ STATE _______ ZIP ________________ 

PHONE(s) ________________________________________________________________  

EMAIL  _________________________________________________________________ 
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